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   Imagine traveling back in time to the year 1940. What would you be doing on a 
Friday night? Perhaps going out to dinner at one of Durand's ritzy cafes and then 
to a movie at the new theater. As you walk into the theater, you stare in awe at 
the grand size of the lobby. You are left standing on the beautiful dark red carpet 
as your father disappears into the smoking room to converse with the other men 
and your mother excuses herself to go to the powder room to freshen up. You 
can't get over the great design and detail that went into creating this room. No 
movie theater's lobby that you have been to in the past compares to this one. You 
can tell this night is going to be filled with more than the simple activity of going 
to the movies. Around every corner there is something new and exciting to be 
discovered. 

   On August 29, 1940 an article was printed in the Courier-Wedge for Durand 
residents to read about the new, esquisite theater that was being built in Durand. 
A vivid picture of the theater was painted in the readers' minds as they read 
further into the article. The theater would be 134 feet long and 24 feet wide. It 
would be able to seat over 500 people. On the first floor, in addition to the 
theater, would be a large lobby and commodious lounge, a large check room for 
ladies and men, a powder puff room for the ladies, a smoking room for the men, 
and two large lavratories. On the second floor there would be a large dance hall, a 
very large kitchen, and a sizable store room. It would only cost adults $0.25 and 
children $0.10 to watch a movie. 



   The theater was imagined by everyone as something grand and their 
imagination came to life as the theater was built. The theater was going to be 
built onto an existing building. This building was constructed in 1912. Its purpose 
was to serve as a city hall of Durand. It was used as just that until 1940 when that 
location was chosen as the spot for the Durand Theater. A theater already existed 
where the current Courier-Wedge building resides. The old theater was called The 
Grand, but this was not an appropriate name when it was compared to the new 
Durand Theater. The Grand was long and narrow and at the front of the theater 
had a small orchestra pit for a three to four piece orchestra. This theater moved 
to the new building and was renamed the Durand Theater. 

   Questions about how the grand theater would be paid for arose and it was 
decided that since the people of Durand were going to use it, they would be the 
ones to own it. The total cost of the theater was $52,000. The Durand Theater 
Company would pay $17,000 and the rest would be paid in bonds. The theater 
was built and enjoyed by both young and old for many years. The magical 
experience that each person had when they went to this place of awe and wonder 
could not be duplicated. After many years, technology advanced and new 
theaters were built in larger towns, using technology that claimed to be better. 
With their surround sound, cushy seats, and air conditioning the Durand Theater 
just could not compete. For these reasons, the increasing cost to keep the theater 
going, and the video revolution of the VCR, the theater closed down in 1986. 

   On November 28, 1996 Durand residents opened their Courier-Wedges and 
were amazed by the article they read. The theater was going to be reopened. Al 
and Connie Flackey from Eau Claire bought the theater in hopes of their dreams 
coming true - their dream to repaint and refurbish the theater to bring the magic 
and enjoyment of going to the movies back for all ages. 

   Many repairs had to be on be made on the theater to get it up and running. First 
were repairs to the roof and then extensive repairs to the plaster walls. The 
ceiling had to be repainted, the bathrooms revamped, and the lobby was 
reconstructed. Four furnaces needed to be installed to keep the huge theater 
warm. Initially, a single wood burning stove was used to keep the whole room 
warm. The goal for the Flackeys is to return the theater to its original glory. They 
erected the original huge 15 x 30 foot screen and are using the original audio 
system. They have also kept all of the theater's 400 original seats. 



   The theater has so much more to offer to movie goers than new multiplex 
theaters. "The thing that's so great about this old theater is that it has so much 
character," said Connie Flackey. "Nowadays, they pack multiplex theaters into 
these little buildings and you go see movies in these little box-shaped rooms and 
the screen isn't much bigger than a large-screen TV. Here, we've got a big theater, 
with a big screen and there's character everywhere you look. The little lights in 
the lobby, the theater lights. It's great. It's like theaters should be." 

   What are you doing Friday night?  Perhaps going out to dinner at one of 
Durand's fine restaurants that overlook the river and then to a movie at the old 
theater.  As you pay for your ticket you experience the feeling that you're in an 
old movie.  The feeling intensifies as you walk through the brass handled doors 
into the red carpeted lobby.  Wide-eyed children are pointing at various things 
with excitement, never having seen anything like this.  Adults are smiling 
remembering all the good times they had going to the movies and thinking, 
"Sometimes, older is better." 

.......  ......  

 
 
This page was created by Carina Ryan with the help of information found in past 
Courier-Wedges located in the Durand Library.  These Courier-Wedges date back 
to the year 1940.   


